Overview of extracorporeal membrane oxygenation in cardiogenic shock.
In recent years, the use of extracorporeal membrane oxygenators (ECMO) has proliferated in cardiovascular intensive care units (ICUs) partially due to advances in technology with the development of smaller, more portable machines, and the increasing numbers of patients with end-stage heart failure and cardiogenic shock. The use of ECMO has been found to improve survival rates in this deadly situation. Due to higher volumes of patients requiring ECMO, additional qualified resources for providing ECMO services may be necessary. The purpose of this article was to review cardiogenic shock etiologies, the role of ECMO, and to discuss the transition process of implementing a nurse-run ECMO program.